


Back in 2009

• January – Life Long Learning “information day” –

Brussels

• Build on success of DentEd programmes

• Move into the area of Postgraduate Education
– Launching of the e-form

• Template for submission February 2010

– Notification September 2010

• Approval for two year project commencing October 2010
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Significant input to surveys and by attendees at SIGs held at ADEE 2010, 2011, 2012



Harmonization & Standardization 

of 

Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists 



Dent CPD - Outputs

• Inventory by literature & internet search, survey & 
consensus methods

• existing CPD programs & providers; 

• agreement on core components; identification of 
best practice.

• Guidelines - organization, quality management & 
assurance of CPD programs.  

• Guidelines for delivery of competence-based CPD 
modules

• Core topic, exemplar teaching module. 

• Dental CPD Reference Manual
– Eur J of Dent Ed, Supplement



Dent CPD - Impact

• This project aimed to 

• modernise the strategic role of dental schools 

in HEIs in the quality management and 

provision of CPD and also

• develop cooperation between universities and 

other professional stakeholders in the delivery 

of CPD.  



Dent CPD - Impact

• EU-wide recognition of CPD activities should

• promote the freedom of movement for all 

graduate dentists in Europe, which can 

• support systems of revalidation, to the ultimate 

benefit of patient safety.



Dent CPD - Impact

• Standardization and harmonisation of CPD

• Facilitate the recognition of each others CPD 

activities, 

• promoting opportunities for EU graduate 

dentists to live and work anywhere in the EU, 

• in turn, supporting the provision of a high 

quality clinical service for their patients. 



Inventory

3 publications



Consensus on the core dental CPD topics 

for graduate dentists in the EU

multi-stage consensus process involving: 

• Surveys of dental educators and 

practitioners across Europe and beyond

• SIG discussions - ADEE 2011. 



Core Topic Proposal

Four core compulsory CPD topics:

– medical emergencies 

– cross-infection control 

– the medically compromised patient 

– radiation protection (for those taking Xrays, using scanners).  

Three core recommended CPD topics: 

– health and safety 

– pain management 

– safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 



Guidelines for CPD for Dental 

Graduates

• Based on the Inventory

• Discussion at SIG 

– ADEE 2012



Guidelines 

for Delivery of 

competence-based 

CPD modules

• Discussion at SIG, 

ADEE 2012

• Used in parallel with 

core topic exemplar 

module



Core Topic, 

Exemplar Teaching Module.



DentCPD website 

www.dentcpd.org

http://www.dentcpd.org/


Presentations

• Task Group F2F  meetings

– Cardiff, January 2011 

– Athens, January 2012

• Task Group and SIGs

– Antalya – ADEE 2011

– Lyon – ADEE 2012

• European/South American Dental Postgraduate 

Conference

– Rio, 2011

• IADR

– San Diego 2011

– Iguassu Falls 2012



Accreditation/recognition of CPD

• limited responses - accreditation criteria 

description

• lack of clarity on the issue of accreditation 

• degree of confusion about the criteria used 

when accrediting CPD activity. 

• lack of clarity over how CPD activity is 

measured

– in terms of hours of activity or credits for an 

activity. 



Issues identified for further investigation

• Process for accreditation and quality 

assurance of CPD activities

• Development and utilisation of a uniform 

pan-European system of learning credit 

points

• Evaluation of learning outcomes and 

application of acquired skills 

– do CPD activities improve the everyday 

clinical practice?



There can be new horizons every day
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