
Promoting Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
of 

Dental Workforce Educational Activities

Professor J G Cowpe
Emeritus Professor

School of Dentistry, Cardiff University, Wales, UK

ADEE Annual Conference: Vilnius, Lithuania
Learning together to improve oral health and quality of life
23-25 August 2017



Damien 
Walmsley

Majella
Giles



Harmonization & Standardization 

of 

Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists 



Harmonisation & Standardisation of European Dental Schools’ Programmes of Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists – DentCPD
Cowpe J, Bailey S, Bullock A, Barnes E, Thomas H, Thomas R, Kavadella A, Kossioni A, Karaharju-Suvanto T, Suomalainen K, Kersten H, Povel E, Giles M, Walmsley D, Soboleva U, Liepa A, Akota, I. 
A.3. 3-7- Understanding Bologna in context A 3.3-7. The recognition of professional qualifications linking the Bologna process and other European processes. EHEA 1-26    
http://www.ehea.europeunit.ac.uk/ http://www.ehea-journal.eu/index.php?option=com_steckbriefe&task=view&contact_id=249&Itemid=143, 2011

http://www.ehea.europeunit.ac.uk/
http://www.ehea-journal.eu/index.php?option=com_steckbriefe&task=view&contact_id=249&Itemid=143


DentCPD website 
www.dentcpd.org

DentCPD Reference Manual
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.issue-s1/issuetoc

http://www.dentcpd.org/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.issue-s1/issuetoc


Issues identified for further investigation

• Process for accreditation and quality assurance of 
CPD activities

• Development and utilisation of a uniform pan-
European system of learning credit points

• Evaluation of learning outcomes and application of 
acquired skills 

• do CPD activities improve everyday clinical practice?





‘QA Framework’ - range of Quality Criteria within Four Sections

1. Planning & Development
i. Educational Aims & Learning Objectives
ii. Educational Design & Development

2. CPD Delivery
i. Teachers & Trainers
ii. Delivery Methods
iii. Assessment of Participants’ Learning

3. CPD Evaluation

4. CPD Administration 





Main Messages

• “QA Framework for Dental Workforce Development”
provides a suitable measure of what one should expect
of activities enhancing the continuing education of the
dental workforce.

• It can be utilised by ‘CPD Users’ to measure the value of
a CPD activity and by ‘CPD Providers’ to strengthen their
portfolio of CPD activities.

• The aspiration is that this will promote mobility of dental
professionals with appropriately quality assured records
of their continuing education and development.



http://www.copdend.org/data/files/Downloads/COPDEND_Standards%20high%20resol

ution.pdf





A PAN-EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK for the GRADUATE DENTIST



ADEE APPLICATION FORM

FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF FACE-TO-FACE (F2F) EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES (EDA)



Main Message

CPD Accreditation Framework
•provides an opportunity for
ADEE, acting as the
recognised European dental
educational organisation, to
accredit a range of F2F & e-
Learning dental CPD EdAs.



• Dental CPD Reference Manual
• Eur J of Dent Ed, Supplement, publication

• Poster presentations, Oral presentations,
• locally, nationally and internationally

• ADEE, European and International meetings, IADR



http://www.copdend.org/data/files/Downloads/Quality%20Assuran
ce%20Framework%20for%20Dental%20Workforce%202016.pdf

https://www.omd.pt/europa/cedmanual/2015/
ced-manual-2015-completo.pdf

http://ec.europa.eu/health//sites/health/files/
workforce/docs/ev_20141124_co01_en.pdf

http://www.copdend.org/data/files/Down
loads/COPDEND_Standards%20high%20r
esolution.pdf

http://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/
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http://www.dentcpd.org/


DentCPD website www.dentcpd.org

http://www.dentcpd.org/




www.dentcpd.org
Majella
Giles

Damien 
Walmsley

Majella
Giles

http://www.dentcpd.org/



