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• Introduction to the DentCPD Reference Manual

– Supplement to European Journal of Dental Education

• Group discussions

– Quality Assurance of Dental CPD activities  - impact on clinical 

practice

– Accreditation of dental CPD activities - place in revalidation

• Sustaining the DentCPD project and SIG on Life Long Learning
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Harmonization & Standardization 

of 

Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists 



Dent CPD - Impact

• EU-wide recognition of CPD activities should

• promote the freedom of movement for all 

graduate dentists in Europe, which can 

• support systems of revalidation, to the ultimate 

benefit of patient safety.



Dent CPD - Impact

• Standardization and harmonisation of CPD

• facilitate the recognition of each others CPD 

activities, 

• promoting opportunities for EU graduate 

dentists to live and work anywhere in the EU, 

• in turn, supporting the provision of a high 

quality clinical service for their patients. 



Dent CPD - Impact

• This project aimed to 

• modernise the strategic role of dental CPD 

stakeholders including dental schools in HEIs 

in the quality management and provision of 

CPD

• develop cooperation between universities and 

other professional stakeholders in the delivery 

of CPD.  



Inventory

3 publications



Core Topic Proposal

Four core compulsory CPD topics:

– medical emergencies 

– cross-infection control 

– the medically compromised patient 

– radiation protection (for those taking Xrays, using scanners).  

Three core recommended CPD topics: 

– health and safety 

– pain management 

– safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 



Guidelines for CPD for Dental 

Graduates

• Based on the Inventory

• Discussion at SIG 

– ADEE 2012



Guidelines 

for Delivery of 

competence-based 

CPD modules

• Discussion at SIG, 

ADEE 2012

• Used in parallel with 

core topic exemplar 

module



Issues identified for further investigation

• Process for accreditation and quality 

assurance of CPD activities

• Development and utilisation of a uniform 

pan-European system of learning credit 

points

• Evaluation of learning outcomes and 

application of acquired skills 

– do CPD activities improve everyday clinical 

practice?



Accreditation/recognition of CPD

• limited responses - accreditation criteria 

description

• lack of clarity on the issue of accreditation 

• degree of confusion about the criteria used 

when accrediting CPD activity. 

• lack of clarity over how CPD activity is 

measured

– in terms of hours of activity or credits for an 

activity. 



CPD Accreditation
Q5: For each organisation, please indicate which 

activities it is engaged in.

CPD providing organisation Provides CPD (n*) Accredited to 

offer CPD 

points (n*)

Accredits 

providers (n*)

University dental school 28 16 0

Professional dental association 26 18 8

Scientific dental society 26 13 1

Commercial company 21 3 0

Private education org 20 8 0

Dental postgraduate organisation 17 11 0

National regulatory body 10 7 9

State organisation 8 2 6

* Number of countries naming the organisation as engaging in each activity.
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Quality Assurance of Dental CPD
SIG - ADEE 2013

• How assured or concerned are you about 

the adequacy of the QA of dental CPD?

• What suggestions do you have about how 

the quality of CPD in dentistry can be 

adequately quality assured?
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CPD Accreditation ??
SIG - ADEE 2013

 In your country - is CPD officially recognised/accredited?

 How is this recognised? 
 official certification?

 Who provides this accreditation?
 Regulator - the bodies/institutions recognised in that particular country 

as the appropriate body– who puts dentists on the dentists register 

 Dept. of health or education, 

 Professional Dental Associations 

 Other Organisation ??

 How is the period of learning recorded - hours? Credits?
 How do hours relate to credits?
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Group Discussions

Quality Assurance of Dental CPD

• How assured or concerned 

are you about the 

adequacy of the QA of 

dental CPD?

• What suggestions do you 

have about how the quality 

of CPD in dentistry can be 

adequately quality 

assured?

CPD Accreditation ??

 Is CPD officially 
recognised/accredited?

 How is this recognised? 
 official certification?

 Who provides this 
accreditation?

 How is the period of learning 
recorded - hours? Credits?



Description of criteria for successful accreditation ?

• A certificate (or other type of documentary proof) that 
proves that the 
• individual took part in the activity must be provided. 

• should document the number of hours spent by the individual on 
the activity.

• The activity must have ‘concise educational aims and 
objectives’.

• The activity must have ‘clear anticipated outcomes’.

• The activity must have ‘quality controls’ 
• usually includes the opportunity for participants to give feedback, 

with a view to improving quality.

• What else?

• Assessment??
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DentCPD website 

www.dentcpd.org

DentCPD Reference Manual
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.is

sue-s1/issuetoc

http://www.dentcpd.org/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.issue-s1/issuetoc

