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• Celebrates 5 years following the completion of the DentCPD project. 

• Issues of quality assurance and accreditation were identified as 
needing addressing. 

• Regulatory bodies are stressing the need for 'Providers' of CPD and 
Registrants (Users), who are required to commit to continuing 
education to remain on the register, to both demonstrate the quality of 
their activities and how it impacts on clinical practice. 

• A ‘QA framework’ and the planned ADEE-led ‘Accreditation process’ 
fill a gap that should enable the strength and robust nature of CPD of 
dental registrants across the EU and beyond. 

• These have demonstrated how the comprehensive achievements of 
DentCPD have been sustained and strengthened well beyond the 
projects duration



Harmonization & Standardization 

of 

Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists 



Harmonisation & Standardisation of European Dental Schools’ Programmes of Continuing Professional Development for Graduate Dentists – DentCPD
Cowpe J, Bailey S, Bullock A, Barnes E, Thomas H, Thomas R, Kavadella A, Kossioni A, Karaharju-Suvanto T, Suomalainen K, Kersten H, Povel E, Giles M, Walmsley D, Soboleva U, Liepa A, Akota, I. 
A.3. 3-7- Understanding Bologna in context A 3.3-7. The recognition of professional qualifications linking the Bologna process and other European processes. EHEA 1-26    
http://www.ehea.europeunit.ac.uk/ http://www.ehea-journal.eu/index.php?option=com_steckbriefe&task=view&contact_id=249&Itemid=143, 2011

http://www.ehea.europeunit.ac.uk/
http://www.ehea-journal.eu/index.php?option=com_steckbriefe&task=view&contact_id=249&Itemid=143


Core Topic Proposals

Four core compulsory CPD topics:
• medical emergencies 

• cross-infection control 

• the medically compromised patient 

• radiation protection (for those taking Xrays, using scanners).  

Three core recommended CPD topics: 
• health and safety 

• pain management 

• safeguarding children and vulnerable adults 



DentCPD website 
www.dentcpd.org

DentCPD Reference Manual
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.issue-s1/issuetoc

http://www.dentcpd.org/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eje.2013.17.issue-s1/issuetoc


Issues identified for further investigation

• Process for accreditation and quality assurance of 
CPD activities

• Development and utilisation of a uniform pan-
European system of learning credit points

• Evaluation of learning outcomes and application of 
acquired skills 

• do CPD activities improve everyday clinical practice?



Quality Assurance of Dental CPD

• Inadequate, variable and lack of clarity
• QA needs to be addressed
• Regulatory body or commissioned body to 

monitor?

• Significant resource implications

• Are learning outcomes achievable and measurable?

• QA guidance/framework
• Criteria to cover variable CPD activities

• Registrant CPD portfolio
• Reflection on impact on clinical practice

• Patient input?



Accreditation/recognition of CPD

• limited responses - accreditation criteria description

• lack of clarity on the issue of accreditation 

• degree of confusion about the criteria used when 
accrediting CPD activity. 

• lack of clarity over how CPD activity is measured
• in terms of hours of activity or credits for an activity. 



CPD Accreditation
Q5: For each organisation, please indicate which 

activities it is engaged in.

CPD providing organisation Provides CPD (n*) Accredited to 

offer CPD 

points (n*)

Accredits 

providers (n*)

University dental school 28 16 0

Professional dental association 26 18 8

Scientific dental society 26 13 1

Commercial company 21 3 0

Private education org 20 8 0

Dental postgraduate organisation 17 11 0

National regulatory body 10 7 9

State organisation 8 2 6

* Number of countries naming the organisation as engaging in each activity.
11





‘QA Framework’ - range of Quality Criteria within Four Sections

1. Planning & Development
i. Educational Aims & Learning Objectives
ii. Educational Design & Development

2. CPD Delivery
i. Teachers & Trainers
ii. Delivery Methods
iii. Assessment of Participants’ Learning

3. CPD Evaluation

4. CPD Administration 



Main Messages

• “QA Framework for Dental Workforce Development”
provides a suitable measure of what one should expect
of activities enhancing the continuing education of the
dental workforce.

• It can be utilised by ‘CPD Users’ to measure the value of
a CPD activity and by ‘CPD Providers’ to strengthen their
portfolio of CPD activities.

• The aspiration is that this will promote mobility of dental
professionals with appropriately quality assured records
of their continuing education and development.





Standards for Dental Educators 

• widely used by dentists and allied professionals
in annual appraisal processes.

• They can map their activities across the criteria
to demonstrate:

• Evidence of educator status
• Support promotion to a senior position in education

and training



http://www.copdend.org/data/files/Downloads/COPDEND_Standards%20high%20resol

ution.pdf





A PAN-EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK for the GRADUATE DENTIST



A PAN-EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK 

for the GRADUATE DENTIST

• provides an Accreditation mechanism for
continuing educational activities (EdA(s))
undertaken by graduate dentists in the EU on a
Face-to-Face (F2F) basis. As a package with a
process for e-learning activities

• For ADEE, this is an opportunity to support
international harmonisation and improve the
quality of continuing dental education and training
delivered through a variety of continuing
professional development (CPD) EdAs.



A PAN-EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK for 
the GRADUATE DENTIST

Accreditation of F2F Dental Educational Activities (EdA)

1. Mechanism of Application for Accreditation of F2F 
Dental EdA(s) 
• On application for accreditation by the ADEE, the ‘Provider’ 

will provide, 12 weeks in advance of the EdA(s): 

2. Criteria and Decision-Making
• The ADEE application form for the EdA(s) will be reviewed by 

the two designated ADEE assessors/educators.  
• Accreditation Criteria - for a positive decision to be made by 

the ADEE assessors/educators, in favour of accreditation, all 
the ‘Essential’ Criteria should be addressed and achieved in 
the application form. 

3. Essential Criteria for Accreditation of F2F Dental 
EdA(s) which contribute to CPD for graduate 
dentists 



Essential Criteria (x23)

1. Educational Objectives (Learning Outcomes) (3)

2. Description of the Educational Activity (EdA) (6)

3. Content of the Educational Activity (EdA)       (6)

4. Details of the ‘Provider’ (5)

5. Quality Assurance by the ‘Provider’ (3)



A PAN-EUROPEAN ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK for 
the GRADUATE DENTIST

Accreditation of F2F Dental Educational Activities (EdA)

4. Amendment Procedure

5. Appeal 

6. Outcomes of the Application for Accreditation

7. Fees for Accreditation Allocation of European

8. Continuing Education Credits (dentistry) (ECEC(d)s)



ADEE APPLICATION FORM

FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF FACE-TO-FACE (F2F) EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES (EDA)



Accreditation of e-Learning EdAs

All Peer review is based on a rigorous assessment 
of: 

• defined learning outcomes 

• approach to delivery 

• appropriateness of content 

• impartiality and balance within content 

• academic robustness 



Main Message

CPD Accreditation Framework
• provides an opportunity for
ADEE, acting as the
recognised European dental
educational organisation, to
accredit a range of F2F & e-
learning dental CPD EdAs.



• Dental CPD Reference Manual
• Eur J of Dent Ed, Supplement, publication

• Poster presentations, Oral presentations,
• locally, nationally and internationally

• ADEE, European and International meetings, IADR
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Majella
Giles

Damien 
Walmsley

Majella
Giles

http://www.dentcpd.org/

